OVERVIEW

The Town of Killingly, CT is engaged in a townwide project to develop a vision for the future of the town, with consideration for the larger Borderlands Region. The project is a part of the ongoing Borderlands Village Innovation Pilot Project.  As part of this process, in early May 2008, a consultant team from the Consensus Building Institute conducted interviews with small groups of community members to discuss the unique characteristics of their town and their vision for the future of Killingly.  The team spoke with about 40 community members who represented the following groups:

· Retirees/Seniors




· Social Services/Religious Groups



· Public Safety/Law Enforcement



· Business Owners & Managers



· Alexander’s Lake




· Reach Out Group




· General Public





· Realtors/Builders




· Workforce/Employees




· Youth & Recreation Groups



· Newcomers





· Education





· Agriculture, Large Landowner & Conservationists 

The following summarizes key issues and perspectives raised by participants in the focus groups, without attribution and in no particular order.  Any errors or omissions are the responsibility of CBI.


WORDS or PHRASES THAT DESCRIBE KILLINGLY
· Quiet corner, peaceful
· Nice, little town

· Barns

· Mills

· Older farms

· Stone walls and open fields

· Dirt roads

· Colonial type houses

· Professional Town

· Water, beautiful streams, ponds, and reservoirs

· Comfortable

· Wonderful mixture of quiet and activity 

· Woods

· Rural, not too densely populated with houses

· Green open space

· Scenic; hills, farms, mills

· Quaint; colonial architecture, churches, farms

· Lots of Poverty; Town in denial of the poverty that exists in community

· Changing; used to be more rural

· Place in between, used to be real busy, now, real slow, about to change busier again
· Formal mill town

· Lost its identity; not rural, no industry, poverty

· Becoming a residential town; blending of former industry and residential

· Lack of hope and engagement 

· Without spark

· Stubborn – hard to change

· Without services

· Small New England town

· Good people

· Generations of the same family; Familiar; a place where people come back to

· Comfortable

· Home

· Decentralized; identify with villages not the Town of Killingly

· Lack of development; less cement

· Accessible to urban areas (Worchester, Boston, New York, Providence)

· Lots of potential

WHY DO PEOPLE COME TO KILLINGLY; WHY DO THEY STAY?

· It’s quieter than other places around here 

· To get away from the city

· For the rural feel

· Can have large piece of land and be undisturbed; can’t see neighbors

· Convenient to urban areas; close to major highways

· For employment (formerly old mills and industry; now new industry)

· Family; sense of family history; there are multigenerational families here 

· Real Estate is less expensive than in other areas (RI, MA)

· Lower tax rate 

· For the schools

· For natural areas; Alexander’s Lake, ponds, streams, open fields, trees

· Inexpensive housing and social services; transitional housing is available in Killingly

· To be in New England


KEY CHARACTERISTICS and SPECIAL PLACES IN KILLINGLY

· Quinebaug Pond

· Furnace Park

· Cat Hollow

· Oak Hill Community pond

· Alexander’s Lake

· 300 year old tree in Dayville

· Bike Oak Tree at Ames

· Owen Bill Park

· Rivers converging in downtown area

· Manatuck Mountain 

· Ross’ Cliffs

· Young’s Dam area

· Peep Toad Pond

· Davis Park

· Colonial Houses in Downtown Danielson; Broad Street

· Main Street Danielson; spring festivals; old buildings

· Stone house in Ballouville

· Community College

· Foot Bridge

· Old Mills; ruins of mills

· Waterfalls

· Burlingame Barn

· Sheep in the fields (Burlingame)

· Palazzi Apple Farm

· North Killing Road viewscapes

· East Killingly Village

· Farm stands on side of road

· Zip’s Diner

· Firehouses in Villages

· Putnam antiques

WHAT IF LOST or CHANGED WOULD FOREVER ALTER KILLINGLY’S CHARACTER
IF LOST

· Main Street; little shops

· Davis Park

· Alexander’s Lake

· Increased Traffic

· Mill structures

· Sense of community; life long residents

· Small town feel; over development with houses and big box stores

· Colonial architecture downtown; churches 

· Old Furnace (state owned)

· Rural roads; dirt roads

· Woods

· Large, historic trees; “charter oaks”

· Farms; Development on Burlingame’s pasture

· Fire station on Route 101 and East Killingly
Old Killingly Pond

· Old meeting houses and granges 

· Stonewalls

Already Lost

· Trolley

· Vibrant Downtown area; does not feel safe anymore; lack of energy

· Public access to Alexander’s Lake 

· Sense of community and compassion for neighbors and poor

· Post office, village center’s where you can meet neighbors and buy milk.  You have to drive to get everything

· Living wage paying jobs

WHAT WOULD YOU IMPROVE ABOUT KILLINGLY?
· Address poverty issues

· Need to get rid of the perception that we need to get rid of the people with social problems – should improve lives of everyone
· Many poor people in Killingly
· Increased jobs and economic development; need living wage jobs
· Deal with absentee landlords 

· Downtown area - Danielson

· Safety issues; Clean and nonthreatening; 
· Too many people just hanging around; 
· Vibrant

· Small shops - Hardware store, sewing shop, bakery, health food store

· Trader Joes
· Restaurants in the evening; places to socialize; places to sit outside and eat
· Address parking downtown
· Look new and friendly
· Uniformed sufficient lighting; plantings

· A nice place to live; mixed use commercial and residential
· Capitalize on river walk area

· Industry

· Town should be progressive and attract industry, give it’s strategic location

· Don’t want town to accept any industry that wants to do business; should be clean, not impact traffic too much, offer well paying jobs
· Industrial siting; may impact Alexander’s lake negatively

· Rt,  101 
· Old buildings commercial buildings should be redeveloped into parks or more attractive spaces

· No new build new buildings unless absolutely necessary
· Mill redevelopment (Maple Street and others)
· Mixed use residential and small industry or commerce

· Zoning is in place, how to attract developers

· Artesian uses 
· Senior uses
· Transportation and connectivity
· Connect villages with bike paths
· East and West access limited; state should finish highway
· Train stop in Killingly

· Need good transportation to job centers (industrial park, casinos)
· Parking areas for trucks needed; small service areas

· Recreational Spaces

· Places for teenagers to hang out – skateboard park, billiards hall, teen center

· Old Furnace trails should not be place to loiter (state property)
· Footpaths, biking and walking areas through town that are accessible, visible, clean, and safe (like Putnam)

· Turn trolley line into bike area
· More town wide activities/festivals; cultural center (like Putnam)
· Recreational areas for families – pool, ice skating, more family parks, picnic areas that are safe and clean; public access to Alexander’s Lake
· High capacity park downtown
· Open Space and Conservation

· More protection of open spaces and farms

· Want farmers to be able to pass their land on to future generations

· Town support for local agriculture
· Good place for farmer’s market
· Town support for compensating open space protection initiatives

· Development 
· Zoning; would rather see more houses away from the road, rather than near road
· Regulation on clear cut changed
· Planned open space around developed areas; cluster housing
· More awareness of regional conservation issues; development based on protection of paths of migratory species
· Carefully manage sewer and water development in town; should not have large scale development in rural areas
· Town Services

· Centralized information on recreational areas and parks in town

· Public resource to manage transfer or rehabilitation of historic properties in Town 

· Change in form of government to be more consolidated and efficient; some system that has a single official who has whole town in mind

· Town fleet should all be same color

· Signage in Dayville – too small

· Adopt 90 day delay in demolition of historical buildings
· Tax breaks for seniors

WHERE DEVELOPMENT?
· Downtown area
· Redevelopment of bottom part of Main Street 
· Behind Water Street

· Small scale commercial development such as restaurants, small shops, artisans, places to socialize, culture businesses

· Mixed use housing in the “village center” style
· Eco-tourism in downtown area near rivers 
· Dairy Bars and fried food stands in village centers
· Mills
· Commercial development 
· Dayville
· West Cotton Road to Buy-Rite good for development
· Keep rural character east and west killingly; not much commercial development east of 395
· Development along sewage and water lines (village areas), not into open space

· Industry 

· Highways; 
· Alexander’s Lake area

· Limit development around Alexander’s lake to where it currently is:  do not want to see it all around the lake 
· Hydroponic greenhouses in town
· General

· Development along sewage and water lines (village areas), not into open space

· Residential developments should include green space requirements

· Along transportation corridors; guard against excessive sprawl on 101 and Route 6
· Open space on Bailey Hill Road acreage
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